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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ambassador At Large 
December. 27, 196 

Governor Harriman: 

Attached are minutes 
from our Negotiations Committee 
meeting of last Wednesday. 
Because they deal with a very 
sensitive subject, I have not 
distributed them but, instead, 
have sent copies to Ben Read 
for handling. 
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December 21, 1Q<66 
CSPA^Tj^gTpOS^STATE j/CDC/MH 
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j PD°rbv ftB'GSST. DATT 

MEMORANDUM OF MEETING *’ s s/xCQSic) 

.j ■ ✓ • - r .‘ i- •*. * i t_J 

Participants : W. Averell Hcrriman,, ^ 

Ambassador Thompson 7 nT VT -.-5^-. n77 ~ 

William P. B undy 

Leonard Unger 
Joseph J. Sisco 
William Jorden 
Chester L. Cooper 


The Agenda was as follows: 

1. The state of play in Warsaw and where we go 
from there. 

2. Plans for M. Sainteny. 

3. The first Thompson-Kosygin talk. 

4. The package for Hanoi. 

✓ 

There was considerable discussion about the nature of 
Ambassador Thompson’s instructions particularly as they re- 
late to Viet Nam . It was agreed that he should be given a 
r _sat deal of latitude and should be able to pursue the 
c-asticn of negotiations as far as the Soviets were wrllrng 
to o-o so long as he remained within the limits of the final 
r. 3 --otiatin°- package. Ambassador Thompson was not sure whe- 
t er t a President’s letter should be addressed to Brezhnev 
c. Kosvgin, it was decided that it might be best to have two 
o. soar ate letters using whichever one seemed appropriate, it 
was also decided that it would be best to wait until after ^ 
Dobrynin returned and until after the Warsaw situation . clari- 
fied before drafting the letters. Ambassador Thompson felt 
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that the letters need only say that he had the complete con- 
fidence of the President, that we were anxious to resolve 
the problem in Viet Nam, and that we would be prepared to 
conduct talks with the Soviets to this end either through 
our Embassy in Moscow or the Soviet Embassy in Washington. 

It was agreed that Ambassador Thompson would draft his own 
letter of instructions. 


There was some discussion whether, when presenting our 
point of view to the Russians, we should use Lewandowsky 1 s 
ten-point statement or restate our position in our own terms. 
There was some .feeling that we would be better off starting 
from scratch. On the other hand, since the Russians were 
undoubtedly aware of Lewandowsky ’ s statement and the qualifi- 
cations we had concerning it, it might be less confusing if 
we simply restated the ten paints. What would be involved 
would be combining Lewandowsky 1 s Point 2 and Point 5. The 
gereral conclusion was that i£ we were faced with the problem 
of proceeding on ah entirely new track, we should consider 
rewriting our positions, but if the Warsaw development con- 
tinued or if it was clear that the Russians were well briefed 
on the Warsaw development, we might best stay with the ten- 
. points as modified. 


There was considerable discussion on the manner in which 
s. rage dating package could be passed to Hanoi. Governor 
. .rrim-r. felt strongly that the "sealed letter approach" that 
Walt Rostow seemed to favor was the wrong way to do^it. He 
dit that this would smack too much of an ultimatum; our ap- 
proach would be best done through an intermediary (he felt 
the most promising at the moment seemed to be the Russians or 
Sainteny) . Jorden (and apparently Rostow) felt that we could 
present our case directly to Hanoi without polemics and that 
Hanoi would prefer to settle the whole Viet Nam question 
quickly and in private. It was pointed out, however, that 
lanoi had ample chance to meet with us directly if they chose 
to do so, but have not really taken advantage of this. 


It was generally agreed that Sainteny should go to Hanoi 
to take further soundings on the North Vietnamese attitude 


toward negotiations 
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Sainteny would be an excellent sounding board and would be 
able to conduct his investigation discreetly and skillfully. 

We should equip Sainteny with a series of questions including 
the relationships between the NLF and Hanoi, .their concept of 
a settlement, and what they would do if we stopped bombing. 
There would be no question of Sainteny' s trip substituting 
for anything else that xve might be doing; rather he would 
supplement current activities. While there may be reasons 
why Sainteny should not proceed to Hanoi immediately, we should 
make an early decision and inform Sainteny as soon as possible. 
Sainteny, ror his part, will have to undertake some prepara- 
tions on his own including getting approval from de Gaulle. It 
was agreed that John Dean of our Embassy in Paris, should be 
the contact with Sainteny rather than Kissinger. 

Tnere was general agreement with the negotiating package 
in its 14 December form. It raised some fundamental questions 
which would have to be dealt with especially in connection 
with such issues as troop withdrawal, the disarmament of the 
VC, anc elections. . We would be likely to have considerable 
difficulties with the GVN. It was agreed that the next step 
would be to get the Secretary to focus on the package. Nothing 
further should be done until we knew the Secretary's reactions. 
(The package has now gone forward to the Secretary.) 
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